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the British to reverse their policy in Turkey, India,
Persia, Afghanistan, and Egypt; and the French to
capitulate to the Kemalists (Select Document 29). The
Chronology furnishes a mirror for these and other hap-
penings, at home and abroad.
Of the Ottoman Arab lands, Syria by France and Iraq
and Palestine by Britain are held under "mandates""
accorded by the League of Nations. Transjordania
(Kerak) is under separate British control, while the
extensive Yemen has been lost in the shuffle. There is
no pretense that these "mandates" have any connection
with Article XXII of the Treaty of Versailles, since no
effort has been made to record the free will of the in-
habitants on the desired sovereignties. A plebiscite in
the Middle East is an anachronism.1 No people would
voluntarily accept foreign control except under necessity.
A native government is always preferred to foreign gov-
ernment partly because it is less honest and also because
it is apt to mean remission from taxation. (None of the
great powers have sufficiently appreciated the axiom of
Lord Cromer that alleged benefits conferred on local
people mean nothing to them compared with a reduction
in taxes.) Mr. W. L. Westermann, Chief of the Western
Asia Division, American Commission to Negotiate Peace,
has described the methods used by both France and Great
Britain since the World War in these terms (Asia, Sep-
tember, 1922):—"They follow the lesson learned by
General Allenby in his invasion of Palestine and Syria,
that the Near Eastern troops have no defense against
bombing from the air. When the tribes cause trouble, a
1In the official report of the first Lausanne Conference, Lord Curzon
makes these remarks: "The plebiscite is a fatal and pernicious system
of endeavor to settle a frontier. ... In every plebiscite held since the
war, it has proved necessary to have an army to keep the people qniet and
to prevent them from cutting each other's throats. . . . Plebiscites are only
good for a unified, not a mixed population, and for a single, not a confused,
issue.9'

